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PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 /024W 

083312 21091 1Z/23 
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FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6957 
INFO USIA WASHDC 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 

CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 0999 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, UR 

SUBJECT: SHIPLER ARTICLE ON EMBASSY CONTACTS 

REF: (A) STATE 01 1449, (B) MOSCOW 223, (C) P 162257Z JAN 78 
USINFO 

EMBASSY APPRECIATED RECEIVING USINFO TEXT OF SHIPLER 
ARTICLE ON EMBASSY CONTACTS WITH DISSIDENTS (REF C), 

WHICH STRIKES US AS REHASH OF EARLIER STORIES ON THIS 
SUBJECT. EXPLANATION OF EMBASSY PROCEDURES SUBMITTED 
REFTEL B STILL HOLDS. AMONG THE INACCURACIES IN THE 
SHIPLER PIECE: NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES DO NOT INVOLVE 
AN "ORDER" PROHIBITING MEETINGS IN PRIVATE HOMES, 

ALTHOUGH THIS IS DISCOURAGED IF ALTERNATIVE CAN BE 
FOUND; AND THERE IS NO "ORDER" REGARDING NEW RESTRICTIONS 
ON USE OF POUCH BY EMBASSY PERSONNEL. IF QUERIED ON THE 
SUBJECT. WE WILL POINT THIS OUT IN JANUARY 20 
BACKGROUND PRESS BRIEFINT. 
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